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DETAILED ACTION 

Objections 

1 . The objections to the specification in the Office action mailed on 1 0/2/06 have 
been withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

3. Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Bosy (US 
6,394,300 B1). . 

4. With respect to claim 1 Bosy discloses a lock mechanism for an opening and 
closing member (22), comprising: an opening and closing member (22) that is provided 
on an apparatus frame (12) and that can be opened and closed; and at least two lock 
member sets (24, 26 and 28, 42) for sustaining a state in which the opening and closing 
member (22) is closed with respect to the apparatus frame (12), wherein each of the at 
least two lock member sets (24, 26 and 28, 42) is constituted by a secured member (24, 
28) that is provided on the opening and closing member (22), and a bearing member 
(26, 42) that is provided on the apparatus frame (12) and that is to elastically secure the 
secured member (24, 28), and wherein an elastic force when the secured member (24, 
28) in any one lock member set (28, 42) of the at least two lock member sets (24, 26 
and 28, 42) is secured to the bearing member (26, 42) is set to be greater than that of 
the other lock member set (24, 26), and the secured member (24, 28), in the any one 
lock member set (28, 42), secured to the bearing member (26, 42) with the greater 
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elastic force is disposed at a substantially center position (see figure 3) in a direction 
perpendicular to an opening and closing direction of the opening and closing member 
(22). 

5. With respect to claim 2 Bosy discloses wherein the secured members (24, 28) in 
the lock member sets (24, 26 and 28, 42) are provided on an opening and closing end 
side of the opening and closing member (22). See figure 3. 

6. With respect to claim 3 Bosy discloses the secured member (28) in the any one 
lock member set (28, 42) is disposed at a substantially center position in a direction 
perpendicular to an opening and closing direction of the opening and closing member 
(22). See figure 3. 

7. With respect to claim 4 Bosy discloses the at least two lock member sets (24, 26 
and 28, 42) are three lock member sets. The lock member sets of Bosy comprise two 
Sets of the 24, 26 set and one set of the 28, 42 set. 

8. With respect to claim 5 Bosy discloses a relative space between a front end of 
the secured member (24, 28) and the bearing member (26, 42) in the any one lock 
member set is set to be smaller than relative spaces between a front end of the secured 
member (24, 28) and the bearing member (26, 42) in the other lock member set, and 
wherein the any one secured member (24, 28) is secured to the bearing member (26, 
42) first when closing the opening and closing member (22). 

9. With respect to claim 6 Bosy discloses the secured members (24, 28) are formed 
in one piece with the opening and closing member (22) by integrally molding. 
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1 0. With respect to claim 7 Bosy discloses the bearing members (26, 42) are formed 
in one piece with the apparatus frame (12) by integrally molding. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

11. Claim 8 is allowed. 

12. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The prior art 
does not disclose or suggest the claimed "image forming apparatus" in combination with 
the remaining claim limitations as set forth in claim 8. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Response to Arguments 

1 3. Applicant's arguments, see pages 10-13, filed 1 /3/07, with respect to the 
rejection(s) of claim(s) 1-8 under 35 U.S.C. § 102 and 103 have been fully considered 
and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon 
further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of Bosy. Applicants 
disclose, on page 12, lines 11-13, "elastic force can be increased by increasing the 
thickness or width of the support arms." Bosy discloses two support arms with a small 
width and a third, centrally located, support arm having a substantially larger width and 
thickness. The third support arm, disclosed by Bosy, clearly has a greater elastic force, 
as defined by the applicants. 



Application/Control Number: 10/553,207 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2852 

Conclusion 

14. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ruth N. LaBombard whose telephone number is (571) 
272-6430. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 7:30am - 
4:00pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Gray can be reached on (571) 272-21 19. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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DAVID M.GRAY 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 



